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Literacy 
 

Supporting literacy has a powerful influence on children.  
 

Did you know? 
• Literacy is all forms of communication: listening, speaking, singing, reading, and writing.  

• Literacy begins at birth and evolves throughout the child’s lifetime.  

• Literacy increases as children interact with other people and their environment.  
 
The Big Picture 
• Learning to read and write determines a child’s success in school and beyond.   
• A child’s very early experiences shape their future literacy 

development. Read to your children often! 
• Reading and writing are related and develop together.  
• Everyday activities help develop literacy.  Make lists, read labels, and 

greet people. Ask your child questions. 
 
The Basics for Young Children 
• Use simple language, frequent eye contact, and respond to children’s language attempts. 
• Play with, talk to, sing to, and do finger-plays with the children frequently. 
• Share cardboard books with babies and read to toddlers on your lap. 
• Provide simple art materials such as crayons, markers, and large paper. 
• Help young children learn about their world through daily routines. 
 
Tips for English Language Learners  

• Provide a comfortable and safe environment; establish a classroom 
culture in which children feel secure and confident. 

• Provide nonverbal ways for children to communicate. 
• Build a relationship with the child’s family. 

 

For more information 

• This is an excerpt from the EEC technical assistance paper on literacy at 
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/x/docs/TAChildLiteracy.pdf 

• For general information, call your licensor or EEC at (617) 988-6600 or visit the 
EEC website at www.mass.gov/eec. 

Send this page 
home to your 

children’s parents! 


